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December 2025 Newsletter 
 

Pastor's Christmas Greeting  
 

“Behold, I am making all things new.”  Revelation 21:5 

“For unto us a child is born…and he will be called:  

Wonderful Counselor…. Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6 
 

Christmas is a difficult time for many of us.  Our personal losses are augmented by 
the emphasis on family togetherness, spending money, and expectations to be 
everywhere and be cheery.  When our children were little, Andy and I relied 
heavily on Value Village to beef up their presents. It costs us to travel great 
distances to spend a few days with our extended families, but we do it anyway.   
 
One year we had gone to Ottawa ahead of Christmas for my brother’s funeral.  
Once home, we didn’t feel Christmassy.  The first snow was on the ground as 
crossed the street for St. Peter’s annual Christmas Cookie Decorating Event.  I 
was not in the mood.  Thankfully, being with people, especially the gentle ones, 
reminded me that if God wasn't done yet, then neither was I. The magic of 
Christmases past consistently echoes through the bittersweet nostalgia of my 
childhood and of raising my children.  It finds me grateful, despite any sense of my 
grief and disappointment. 
 
Emmanuel, God with us, promises us a glimpse of the peace and presence of God 
in our day to day lives. God is making something new out of our exhaustion and 
despair. Whenever we catch sight of God working among us, hope blooms and 
our patience is sustained by the little glimmers of a coming joy.  
 
Jesus invites us to keep hope in Christmas by continuing his work.  Heal the sick, 
bring the excluded and the marginalized into our circles, point out goodness when 
you see it, participate in making joy, in breathing life into death, in bringing good 
news to the poor. 
 

“FOR PETE’S SAKE"  
  St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Zurich, ON 
                Church Office:  519-236-4697                                                
 



No matter how we feel, God is always eager to be with us in our weakness, to 
strengthen us when we are insecure, and to comfort and console us in our fear 
and in our grief. Jesus didn't come into this world as a helpless infant to benefit the 
strong and the powerful. Today, Christ is born in us and for us, united with us in 
our weakness and vulnerability.  We are called to embody this gift always. 
 
Blessings of comfort and joy to each soul as we celebrate God's inbreaking 
kingdom that was birthed long ago in a baby and is birthed anew, now, in our 
hearts. 
 
Peace be with you. I love you. Merry Christmas. 
 
Love Pastor Nadine 
 

 

UPCOMING DATES – DECEMBER 2025  

 

Wednesday, November 26 - BWRH 11 am Communion service - 2 pm Exeter 

Villa service 
 

Thursday, November 27 - Women’s Dinner at Bad Apple 
 

Sunday November 30 - Sanctuary - 1st Sunday in Advent - Advent wreath 

lighting - Congregational Ham dinner to follow. 
 

Thursday, December 4: “Zechariah & Elizabeth” - Adult study group on key 

Christmas characters - called “An Unlikely Advent” - 2:00-3:00 pm in the parish 

hall. Everyone is welcome. 
 

Friday, December 5 - Exeter Villa Hymn Sing  
 

Friday, December 5 – Caroling - Meet at the church at 6:15 pm. We will drive 

from one location to the next. Hot chocolate will be served in the parish hall after 

caroling. 
 

Sunday, December 7 - Advent 2 - Sanctuary - Holy Communion - Food Basket - 

Service recorded. 
 

Thursday, December 11: “King Herod” - Adult study group meets in the parish 

hall - 2:00-3:00 pm - Everyone welcome. 
 

Sunday, December 14 - Advent 3 - Sanctuary - Service of the Word - Kids’ Club 

will be delivering cards they made a few weeks ago to seniors in Zurich. 

Parents/Grandparents should plan to drive their own children or grandchildren. 

 



Wednesday, December 17 - Pizza supper and cookie decorating beginning at 

5:30. Please bring your own pre-baked cookies. Decorating supplies will be 

provided. Donations to help pay for pizza and decorating supplies are appreciated. 
 

Thursday, December 18: “The Magi” - Adult study group meets in the parish hall 

2:00-3:00 pm - Everyone welcome. 
 

Sunday, December 21 - Advent 4 - Sanctuary - Holy Communion 

Wednesday, December 24 - Christmas Eve service - Organ prelude music 

begins at 6:30. Young musicians from the congregation will entertain at 6:45. The 

service begins at 7:00 pm. Children in attendance are invited to participate as 

characters in the Christmas story during the Gospel reading. 
 

Thursday, December 25 - There is no service at St. Peter’s on Christmas 

Day. (Church Council made the decision NOT to hold a service on the 25th) 
 

Sunday, December 28 - Sanctuary - Lessons and Carols. Pastor Nadine is on 

vacation. Rick Deichert will lead the service. 

 

 
 

Listen to Pastor Nadine’s announcements on Sunday mornings for details 

about Christmas events. It’s a busy month! 
 

Advent Wreath Lighting 
 

The four Sundays in Advent are November 30, December 7, 14 and 21. Pastor 

Nadine is looking for volunteers to light the Advent wreath during the service on 

these Sundays. Please let her know as soon as possible what date you may be 

available to participate during the service by lighting the candles.  
 

Annual General Meeting 
 

Please mark Sunday, February 22, 2026 on your calendar as it is the day of the 

AGM. Plan to attend in order to be part of the decision-making process at St. 

Peter’s.  
 

Church Hall Bookings  
 

The parish hall is booked for private functions on these dates: 

December 6, December 16 and December 20. 



The Uniqueness of Traditions – Written with love by Bev Thiel 
 

Have you ever contemplated what constitutes a tradition.  With the Christmas 

season coming soon, the subject of traditions has enlightened my mind.  When I 

recollect all the memories of holiday cheer; it illustrates to me that the older rituals 

and some new ones have transpired.   
 

When I was a child, Christmas time was magical to me for so many reasons. 

Weeks before the festivities began, my dad would make Root Beer pop for a 

special treat. It would be behind the couch under a blanket, fermenting. We also 

sent our letter to Santa Claus, hoping that we would be lucky enough to receive 

our heart’s desire. As we got older, we would help my mom put stamps and 

addresses on the large number of Christmas cards she would send out to family 

and friends or set the table with the fancy dishes and polished silverware. I 

cherished the family being together, card or board games played, a delicious meal 

with dessert, and skating at the outdoor rink or tobogganing. 

 

 
 

 My favourite has always been the decorating of the Christmas tree and the 

sparkling lights on people’s homes. It was the tradition after supper that the 

children entertained themselves with an outdoor activity, while the adults cleaned 

up the dishes.  After this was all accomplished, it was time for us to open our gift. It 

was a German tradition to open your gift on Christmas Eve and then await Santa’s 

arrival on Christmas morning.  We did not have an overabundance of presents; but 

what we were blessed with, was special. It was such a treat to receive a candy 

cane, assorted nuts that needed cracking, and the ultimate gift of a clementine 

orange.  They must have been scarce back then, since you thought you had hit 



the jackpot if they were in your stocking. I was overjoyed that I never received a 

lump of coal, which was an indicator of not being a good kid throughout the year.  

We would perform at Christmas concerts and walk around caroling, to bring joy for 

the elderly in our neighbourhood. I have always been a fan and participant of 

Santa Claus parades back then and in the present. 
 

When my daughter and son were young, I would take them to Thornbury for an 

old-fashioned Christmas. The horse drawn sleigh rides, chestnuts roasting over an 

open fire, lots of goodies served, and the many costumes worn depicting days 

gone by. For many years, it became our family tradition, and my goal was to instill 

old holiday rituals. Watching our favourite Christmas movies was a must, 

especially National Lampoon’s Christmas, starring Chevy Chase.   
 

Birthdays can become traditional in their own way.  With my two children in their 

even year (ages 2,4,6,8, etc.) they would have a party with lots of children 

attending. They had fun bowling, McDonald’s party caboose, swimming, slumber 

parties and special places to celebrate. In their odd year (ages 3,5,7,9, etc.) they 

could have someone over for the whole weekend, going to a movie or a selection 

of movies at home, out for supper and staying up all night giggling.  
 

In the summertime, one week of holidays were celebrated in Port Elgin at a 

cottage.  This was a tradition that has been carried on since I was a child. My 

children experienced this every summer and now my sisters, nieces, nephews and 

some of the grandchildren enjoy it.  With all the people, we rent four or five 

cottages every year. Some of the traditions are not in existence anymore, such as 

the train ride through the park, the train station, dance hall, mini golf, flea market 

down at the beach and the old hamburger and french fry restaurant with the smell 

of grease and old-fashioned stools. They call it progress, but it does sadden me. It 

is comparable to having my childhood memories and my children’s traditions torn 

down and disappear. I wonder if all these memories are even considered by the 

developers that change the whole atmosphere of a family beach.  
 

For Hallowe’en, you would dress up and trick or treat. When I was young, it was 

acceptable to receive homemade goodies. This consisted of popcorn balls, rice 

krispie squares, and the ultimate was fudge. It is a shame that this can no longer 

exist in our changing world, due to criminal and safety precautions. Then after 

walking around the whole town of Ayton, with a pillowcase of goodies, you went to 

the community hall for hot chocolate, doughnuts from Wittich’s Bakery and a 

contest on the best costumes.  The night before Hallowe’en used to be Tick Tock 

night, and devilment took place. The youth would soap windows, throw eggs and 

do destructive things, which eventually had to come to a halt since it got out of 



hand, and police had to make an appearance. I never fully understood the 

reasoning for this night and that it was allowed for so long.   
 

Another fun event was the traditional fall fairs that would happen every year. This 

included the parade with horses, tractors and people dressed up, livestock 

agricultural competitions, horse jumping, exhibits showing produce and baked 

goods and creations from the 4-H groups. This brought the community together 

and always ended with a dance.      
 

Take a moment and reminisce about all the traditions that you have cherished 

over the years. Have they been passed down through generations? Have new 

ones been created for your family? Or is it a combination of days gone by and 

days in the present? Either way; cherish them and realize that traditions are 

extremely important and create awesome memories throughout your lifetime.            

 

 

 
 


